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DATA DICTIONARY

Significant Changes to Tool Bar, Menu Bar and Panels

2019 2024

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE



DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Update Physical Files

• Update multiple selected native files

• Files are loaded in the grid

• ‘Edit All’ to select/unselect files to update

• Ability to see all files or only those requiring updating

• Utility compares the Last Change date with the Last Updated date to 
determine if an update is necessary

      
      
      
   

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Update%20Physical%20Files.htm


DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Bulk Edit Data Elements

• Allows bulk changes to data elements in the data dictionary 
that can be updated simultaneously to multiple selected tables

• Ability to select tables to update

• Elements from the selected tables are loaded in the grid

• If element exists in multiple tables, “*All*” displays in Update 
Tables column

• Columns are sortable

• Changes are made right in the grid and are highlighted

• ‘Apply’ can be used to update the data element changes

• ‘Update Physical Files’ can be used to update the file(s)

• Selecting DTL button displays Extended Description dialog 
where more fields can be changed

• ‘Update Tables’ displays tables that will be updated

• ‘View Log’ prints a log of changes

      
      
      
 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Bulk%20Edit%20Elements.htm


DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Database Export Utility

• Utility to add a single table to an external database

• Previously on the toolbar as Database Convert

• Updated functionality    

      

      

     

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

See ‘External DataBase Export’ PDF 

for more details 

See ‘How to Convert to External Databases’ PDF 

for more details 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Database%20Export.htm


DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Bulk Database Export Utility

• Accessible from the Database Export utility via the Bulk Export 
button

• Utility connects to an external database to selectively export 
table definitions from the data dictionary and PxPlus native files 
data to the specified database

      

      
      
 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

See ‘External DataBase Export’ PDF 

for more details 

See ‘How to Convert to External Databases’ PDF 

for more details 

See ‘PxPlus External Database Support’ PDF 

for more details 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Bulk%20Database%20Export.htm


DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Bulk Database Import Utility

• Utility connects to an existing external database to selectively 
import table definitions from the database to the PxPlus data 
dictionary and data to PxPlus native files

      

      
      
 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

See ‘External DataBase Import’ PDF 

for more details 

See ‘How to Convert to External Databases’ PDF 

for more details 

See ‘PxPlus External Database Support’ PDF 

for more details 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Database%20Import.htm


DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Define Keys

• Used to Define Keys for the file

• New Delete button deletes selected key

• Ability to change order of alternate keys

           
          

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Defining%20Keys.htm#keydef


DATA DICTIONARY – TOOL BAR

Export Data Dictionary Definition

• Exports selected data definitions to a text file that can 
be imported into another data dictionary definition

• Export file can then be imported to another location, 
such as a customer site

Import Data Dictionary Definition 

• Imports selected data dictionary definitions from the 
export text file into the selected data dictionary

• Select to overwrite existing tables

• Optionally update the physical file(s) after import

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Utilities/Export%20Definition.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Utilities/Import%20Definition.htm


DATA DICTIONARY – MENU BAR

Menu Bar

• Data Class Definitions and File Link Maintenance accessibility 
from the Utilities menu

• A Wiki Info menu option was added.  It will display Data 
dictionary file information using the PxPlus Wiki

• NOMADS Tools menu added.  It will display options for 
creating and editing library objects 

      
      
      
   

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#utilities
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#wiki_info
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus%20Wiki/PxPlus%20Wiki.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#nomtools


DATA DICTIONARY – MAIN/INFO PANEL

Main/Info Panel

• Last File Change and Last Physical Update 
display-only fields

• Notes input control added to the Info panel
(Previously Notes button on the tool bar)

• Physical File selection now a drop box
(Previously two radio buttons)

     
     
     
     
 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#last_change
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#last_update
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#options


DATA DICTIONARY – MAIN/INFO PANEL

File Type

• Displays current file type for the file

• Native PxPlus files 

• Database Type files

• Displays Database type and type of file

• Selecting button displays link or prefix file contents      

          
    

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#file_type


DATA DICTIONARY – MAIN/INFO PANEL

Lookup Table Names

 

• Selecting the lookup button displays a tree view list of table names in the data 
dictionary by group

• Table descriptions were added to the list

• New Collapse All/Expand All button

• New filtering capability by File Type and Database type

• Added file types

• Hovering over question mark icon displays a list of File Type icons

       
       
      

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Filtering%20the%20Table%20Names%20Lookup.htm


DATA DICTIONARY - ELEMENTS PANEL

New grid user interface for Data Dictionary Elements tab

                                2019      2024  

           

   

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#grid


DATA DICTIONARY – ELEMENT ENHANCEMENTS

Grid Side Tool Bar Buttons                   Additional Grid Buttons

• \

 

•            
          

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

Button Description

Move Up

Move Down

Insert Above

Insert Below

Undo Last Change

Add Notes

Edit Notes

Update Global Dictionary in other files

Add Element to Global Dictionary

Button File Type

Display a list of Global Dictionary elements and their 

descriptions

Display Element Description dialog for Element



DATA DICTIONARY – ELEMENTS PANEL

Right Click on Field Name 

• Right click capability when focus is on Field Name cell      

           

   

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

Function Description

Insert Element Inserts a new element Before or After

Repeat Element Repeats the settings for the selected element

Delete Element Deletes the currently selected element

Add to Global Elements Adds selected element to Global Dictionary

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#grid


DATA DICTIONARY – ELEMENTS PANEL

Search Grid Option 

• Searches grid as each character is entered

• F3 puts focus on search field        

           

  

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#elements


DATA DICTIONARY – ELEMENTS DESCRIP TION

Elements Description Dialog

• Ability to Rename an element

• Element Name field is now a variable drop box

• Read Only attribute added for Data Dictionary 
elements

• DB Null if Empty option added to Element definition 
to allow a null value to be returned when 
interacting with a database link or prefix file

•      
     
     
     
 BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#elements
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Element%20Description.htm#Mark12
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Element%20Description.htm#Mark17
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Element%20Description.htm#Mark18


DATA DICTIONARY – ELEMENTS DESCRIP TION

Elements Description Dialog

• Floating Tips added to User Aids panel

• Define button added to Query panel 

    

    

    

    

    

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Overview.htm#elements
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Element%20Description.htm#Mark2
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Dictionary%20Maintenance/Element%20Description.htm#Mark3


DATA CLASSES



DATA CLASS DEFINIT IONS

Data Class Definition

• Enter Notes for a Data Class definition

• Notes will get copied to Data Dictionary element

• Last Class Change date and time stamp

• Width and Height properties for Multi-Line Data Classes

• Define button added to Query tab for Drop Box, List 
Box and Multi-Line data classes

•       
      
      
   

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Classes/Overview.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Classes/Multiline.htm#display
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Classes/Dropbox.htm#panelinfo
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Classes/Listbox.htm#panelinfo
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Classes/Listbox.htm#panelinfo
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Data%20Dictionary/Data%20Classes/Multiline.htm#panelinfo


VIEWS



VIEWS  

Data Source Definition Wizard

• New Wizard interface with added features  

      

      

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Views%20System/Data%20Source%20Maintenance/Data%20Source%20Definition.htm


VIEWS  

Views Maintenance

• Added Calculated Fields to Views

• Selecting the Calc Items tool bar button displays the 
Define Calculated Items dialog

• Define the calculated field by naming it and entering 
the calculation expression

• Expression can be entered or the Build Expression 
dialog can be used

• Once created, it displays in the View fields 
     
     
     
   

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Views%20System/View%20Maintenance/Define%20a%20View.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/PXPLUS/Views%20System/View%20Maintenance/Define%20Calculated%20Items.htm
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