
NOMADS PANEL DESIGNER 
ENHANCEMENTS 

DireXions 2024 

 



MIXED CASE CHARACTERS     (2020)  

MIXED CASE CHARACTERS 

• Mixed Case characters can now be used when defining controls/records in all 

panel designers and utilities  

• Many previously enforced all CAPS 

• Case insensitive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


COLOR SELECTION     (2020)  

COLOR SELECTION DIALOG 

• Standardized the Color 

Selection dialog for color 

lookups in all panel designers 

and utilities 

• Standard Colors 

• RGB Colors 

• User Defined Colors 

• Expressions 

• HTML Hex Color Code  

(PxPlus 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Appendix/OOP Interface/Overview.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Appendix/OOP Interface/Overview.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


CONCURRENT PANELS 

• Ability to define Drag and Drop settings for 

variables on concurrent panels 

• Drag From and Drop On inputs are now 

variable drop boxes to allow controls from 

concurrent panels to be entered 

 

 

DRAG FROM *FILE (not supported in iNomads) 

• Use *FILE to allow files from external 

applications (such as Windows Explorer) to be 

dropped onto a destination input control.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAG AND DROP UTILITY     (2020)  

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Panel Designer/Options and Utilities/Drag and Drop Utility.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


LIBRARY COMPARE     (2020)  

LIBRARY COMPARE DIALOG 

• Added Case Sensitive check box to NOMADS Library Compare Utility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/NOMADS Development/Maintaining Library Objects/Compare Utility.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


SCREEN MAXIMUMS     (2021)  

LARGER PANELS 

• Support larger NOMADS panels 

in all designers 

• 620 wide x 255 high (was 

255 wide x 240 high) 

 

MORE CONTROLS 

• Increased maximum number of 

controls on a panel from 200 to 

999 

• Some special considerations 

for folders, concurrent panels 

and embedded panels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


DESIGNER UI UPDATES     (2021)  

FOLDER STYLE / 

PROPERTY SHEETS 

• UI updates to 

remove outdated 

NOMADS title 

bar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


SUPPRESS GROUPS     (2021)  

SUPPRESS GROUPS FUNCTIONALITY 

• Suppress Groups button allows controls to be suppressed by group when 

designing a panel 

• Controls no longer display in 'work' window   

• Useful when working with a lot of overlapping controls  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Panel Designer/Options and Utilities/Suppress Groups.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


GROUPS SUPPRESSED 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


SMART CONTROLS     (2021)  

NEW OPTIONS FOR SMART 
CONTROLS 

 

All Smart Controls 

• Clear control when all triggers are 
null 

 

All except Smart Multi-Lines 

• Hide control during load (speeds 
up loading) 

 

Report View List Boxes and Grids 

• Suppress graphic row/column 
displays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Smart Controls/Defining Smart Controls.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


EMBEDDED PANELS     (2021)  

EMBEDDED PANEL PROPERTIES  

 

• New Display Embedded Panel in 

NOMADS button 

• Allows panel being embedded 

to be viewed/edited 

 

• New Refresh button 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Creating Panel Controls/Embedded Panels/Overview.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


USER DEFINED CTL VALUES     (2021)  

USER DEFINED CTL VALUES DIALOG 

• Usability enhancements to User Defined CTL Values dialog 

• Replaced old inputs and list box with a grid control to simplify input  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/pages/NOMADS Graphical Application/Panel Designer/Options and Utilities/User-Defined CTLs.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


COPY LIBRARY OBJECTS     (2021)  

COPY SCREEN OBJECTS DIALOG 

• Copy Screen Objects dialog accessed from Library Object Selection 

• Ability to specify different Input Libraries (multi -line was previously locked) 

• New Apply button allows consecutive copy operations without exiting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/NOMADS Development/Maintaining Library Objects/Copying Library Objects.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


FOLDER ADVANCE OPTIONS    (2021)  

NEW OPTIONS  

• 2 new Auto  Advance 

options for Folder 

Properties tabbing 

behavior 

• Advance to next folder 

tab loop 

• Advance to first control 

on next folder tab loop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Creating Panel Controls/Folder Controls/Folder Properties.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Creating Panel Controls/Folder Controls/Folder Properties.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


TAB ORDER DEFINITION 

• Control Type column added to the Tab Order Definition dialog to help identify 

controls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAB ORDER DEFINITION   (2023)  

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Panel Designer/Drawing and Modifying Panel Objects/Tab Order.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


LIBRARY OBJECT SELECTION SORT   (2023)  

NEW LIBRARY DEFAULTS SETTING  

• Save Sort Settings for the Library on Exit check box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Allows objects to initially appear sorted as they were when Library Object 

Selection was last exited (rather than by Object Name)  

• Newest changes at the top for example  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


NOMADS WIKI HELP     (2023)  

PXPLUS WIKI APPLICATION DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM 

• Web-based documentation system 

 

NOMADS WIKI HELP  

• The Wiki Help option in NOMADS generates Help documentation directly from a 

panel and displays it using the PxPlus Wiki 

 

• A Webserver is required and the new NOMADS WikiURL$ property must be set 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

%NOMADS'WikiURL$="localhost:8086" 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus Wiki/PxPlus Wiki.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/System Maintenance Tools/Nomads Wiki Help.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


DEFINING WIKI HELP   

PANEL HEADER, USER 
AIDS TAB  

• Change the Help 
Reference Type to Wiki 

• Wiki Page will 
default to the Panel 
Name (but can be 
changed) 

 

• When panel is 
processed, invoke Help 
as usual by pressing 
the F1 key or by 
clicking the Help 
button (if applicable) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/System Maintenance Tools/Nomads Wiki Help.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


NOMADS WIKI HELP NOTES 

NOTE INPUTS  

• NOMADS Wiki uses Notes (when available) for panel and control details  

• Notes options were therefore added to all NOMADS controls and Data Classes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/System Maintenance Tools/Nomads Wiki Help.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


NOMADS WIKI INFO     (2023)  

WIKI INFO MENU 

• Wiki Info added to panel Designer top Menu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Spawns EZWeb for the PxPlus Wiki using port 47587 (if not already running) and 

then displays panel information for the current NOMADS panel in a new tab on 

your default Web browser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


WIKI INFO EXAMPLE 

EXAMPLE 

• Information from NOMADS 

library file 

• Information geared toward 

developers rather than end 

users 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


SYSTEM DEFAULTS     (2024)  

SYSTEM DEFAULT SETTINGS 

 

• New Toolkit Theme setting 

• *None 

• *Dark 

• *Light  

• Saved by project 

 

• Visual Effects Display now defaults to 4D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

See ‘Application Look and Feel’ 

PDF for more details   

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


GRID PRESETS     (2024)  

GRID PRESETS DIALOG 

 

• 6 New Properties added to Grid Presets to support 'look and feel' changes  

 

• CurrentCellTextColor$ 

• ForegroundButtonColor$ 

• LockBackColor$ 

• LockTextColor$ 

• RowHeaderBackColor$ 

• RowHeaderTextColor$ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


MENU BAR/POPUP MENU     (2024)  

MENU DEFINITIONS 

• Enhancements for defining Menu Colors using Menu Bar Definition dialogs 

• Menu Colors button 

• Added Text color and Visual Class 

• New Apply Menu Color to Top Menu drop box not available for Popup Menus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Creating Panel Controls/Menu Bar/Menu Colors.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Creating Panel Controls/Menu Bar/Menu Bar Definition.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


MENU ITEM COLORS 

MENU ITEMS 

• Individual Menu Items can 

also be assigned colors if 

desired 

• Added Text Item Color 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


SPINNER BUTTON     (2024)  

BUTTON PROPERTIES 

• Added Spinner Button Attribute 

for Button controls 

• Re-configured Attributes 

• Created Special Button Style 

drop box 

• Only 1 should apply 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


DO NOT EXTEND TAB WIDTH     (2024)  

FOLDER PROPERTIES / DISPLAY TAB 

• New Do Not Extend Tab Width When Active check box added for Sidebar folders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm


DYNAMIC BUTTON TEXT     (2024)  

BUTTON ATTRIBUTES 

• New Dynamic Text attribute for Button Controls 

• Control text via control string variable name (such as BUTTON_1$)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
refresh_flg or Auto Refresh Header attribute required 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

BUTTON_1$="NEW BUTTON TEXT" 

https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/NOMADS Graphical Application/Creating Panel Controls/Button Control/Overview.htm
https://manual.pvxplus.com/page/PxPlus IDE/Adding Tasks to Projects from Other Locations.htm

